Injectable Naltrexone (Vivitrol®) Office Initiation Instructions: 

You are required to be opioid-free for a minimum of 7-10 days to avoid severe withdrawal that may require hospitalization. You should not receive this medication if you have recently used an opioid or are still experiencing signs or symptoms of opioid withdrawal. 

The medication will be called into your pharmacy and you will need to pick it up and bring it with you to your appointment. 

Once at the appointment, your provider will do a clinical assessment to ensure you are safe to receive your medication. This may include a drug test to ensure you are opioid-free for your safety. The provider will go over the risks and benefits of the medication with you and ensure you consent or agree to receive your injectable medication.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Long acting naltrexone or Vivitrol® medication will be given as a 4 mL intramuscular gluteal  (in the upper buttock muscle) injection. The medication will last about one month. Long acting naltrexone must NOT be administered intravenously (IV) or subcutaneously (under the skin) or it will causes severe injection site reactions. If you miss a dose, you are at serious risk of overdose. Please do your best to ensure you receive your medication every four weeks or ask instructed to avoid this risk. 
